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St}?  forre  of  tps  ottm  merit  makes  tps  mag. 

Shakespeare 


T  N  the  account  book  of  the  law  firm  of 
Stuart  &  Lincoln,  written  in  the  unsteady 
Lincolnian  hand,  the  following  statement  ap¬ 
pears;  "Commencement  of  Lincoln’s  admin¬ 
istration.  1839.  Nov.  2.”  After  writing  this 
simple  statement,  one  can  imagine,  in  fancy, 
Lincoln  close  the  book,  place  his  long  legs  on 
the  desk  before  him  and  review  menially  his 
past  history  as  a  lawyer. 

Tradition  tells  us  that  Stuart  influenced 
Lincoln  to  study  law,  when  they  were  thrown 
together  in  Black  Hawk’s  War  in  1832.  During 
the  middle  thirties  Lincoln  commuted  between 
New  Salem  and  Springfield,  by  foot  or  on 
horseback,  to  borrow  law  books  from  Stuart, 
then  in  active  practice  with  Henry  E.  Dummer. 
Lincoln  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1834 
and  came  into  further  close  contact  with  Stuart 
who  was  also  a  legislator. 

On  March  24,  1836,  Lincoln  was  given  a 
certificate  by  the  Sangamon  Circuit  Court,  pre¬ 
sumably  allowing  him  to  pursue  the  practice 
of  law.  About  this  time  he  was  appearing  in 
Justice  of  the  Peace  courts,  seasoning  himself 
for  the  tougher  competition  of  the  circuit  and 
higher  courts.  On  September  9,  1836,  his 
name  appeared  upon  the  Sangamon  County 
Roll  of  Attorneys.  At  Vandalia,  before  the 
Illinois  Supreme  Court,  Lincoln  was  finally 
admitted  to  practice,  March  1,  1837.  Six 
weeks  later,  the  law  firm  of  Stuart  &  Lincoln 
took  root,  as  the  following  excerpt  from  a 
contemporary  Springfield  newspaper  shows. 


J.  T.  Stuart  and  A.  Lincoln,  Attorneys 
and  Counsellors  at  Law,  will  practice 
conjointly,  in  the  Courts  of  this  Judi¬ 
cial  Circuit — Office  No.  4  Hoffman’s 
Row,  upstairs.  Springfield,  April 
12,  1837. 

During  his  last  term  in  the  legislature, 
Stuart  conceived  Congressional  ambitions.  In 
the  campaign  of  1836  and  again  in  1838  he 
was  busy  traveling  from  one  end  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  to  the  other,  delivering  political  addresses. 
In  the  campaign  of  1838  he  finally  won  the 
coveted  honor  by  a  scant  36  votes,  from  no 
less  an  individual  than  Stephen  A.  Douglass. 
During  the  campaign,  Lincoln  was  often  left 
to  handle  the  business  of  the  firm,  and  this 
practical  experience  v/on  him  his  spurs.  When 
Stuart  left  Springfield  to  go  to  the  National 
House  of  Representatives  in  Washington, 
Lincoln  was  left  in  complete  charge  of  the 
firm’s  legal  business. 

Hoffman’s  Row,  where  the  law  office  was 
located,  was  one  of  Springfield’s  finer  business 
buildings.  Stoutly  built,  too,  for  today  it  still 
stands,  though  somewhat  remodeled.  It  is 
marked  with  two  bronze  plaques,  telling  the 
story  of  this,  Lincoln’s  first  law  partnership. 

Theodore  S.  Charrney 


The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  Hoffman’s  Row  as  it 
appeared  in  Lincoln’s  day.  Prepared  by  THE  POOR  RICH¬ 
ARD  PRESS  5053  Montana  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


